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Meeting Agenda 

1. Opening of Meeting 

a. Comments by the AMA Representative 

b. Attendance 

NAME Present Absent 

With 

Notice 

Absent 

without 

Notice 

Abbreviation 

used within 

the minutes 

Bill Bell X   BB 

Mike Bender X   MB 

Jeff Blakely X   JB 

Steve Bromley X   SB 

Kevin Clark X   KC 

Chris DaRonco X   CD 

Kelly Inman X    

Dan Knecht X    

Ralph Lee X   RL 

Bill Milburn X   BM 

Megan O’Connell X   MO 

Adam Schmidt  X   

Wayne Sody   X  

Bert Sumner X   BS 

Ken Saillant X   KS 

 

  



3 

 

2. Discuss Agenda Items & Proposals 

 

Contents 
FT-202603-01: Section 3.5.H. Pages 199-200: Replace Amateur Production Classes ............................................4 

FT-202603-02: Section 3.2.B.1.c Page 155: Changing Frames Clean-Up ................................................................6 

FT-202603-03: Section 3.2.D.1. Page 164: Competition Apparel ...........................................................................7 

FT-202603-04: Section 3.5.D.-3.5.E. Page 191-195: Flat Track Rules/Starts Re-Org ..............................................8 

FT-202603-05: Section 3.6.B Page 201-202: Ice Race Equipment/Class Re-Org ................................................. 18 

FT-202603-06: Section 3.1. Page 149-153: Section 3.1 Re-Organization ............................................................ 23 

FT-202603-07: Section 3.2.B.1.c Page 155: Changing Frames ............................................................................ 31 

Agenda #1: Rules that maybe should be delegated to the District level? .......................................................... 32 
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American Motorcyclist Association 
Proposal for Rulebook Revision  

 

Flat Track Commission Agenda Item 

FT-202603-01: Section 3.5.H. Pages 199-200: Replace Amateur Production Classes 

Current 
 

Class Age requirement Engine Size 

250cc 12+ years 126cc - 250cc 

450cc 14+ years 251cc - 450cc 

505cc 14+ years 251cc - 505cc 

 

Production Classes Age requirement Engine Size 

125cc Production 12+ years 86cc – 125cc 

250cc Production 12+ years 126cc - 250cc 

450cc Production 14+ years 251cc - 450cc 

Wheelbase: 53” minimum 

Wheel size, front: 17 inches minimum 

Wheel size, rear: 17 inches minimum 

 
 

Proposed (Proposed changes in bold) 
 

Class Age requirement Engine Size 

250cc 12+ years 122cc - 250cc 

250cc Junior 12-17 years 122cc - 250cc 

250cc-300cc 12+ years 122cc - 300cc 

   

450cc 14+ years 251cc - 450cc 

450cc Junior 14-19 years 251cc - 450cc 

450cc-505cc 14+ years 251cc - 505cc 

 

Production Classes Age requirement Engine Size 

125cc Production 12+ years 86cc – 125cc 

250cc Production 12+ years 126cc - 250cc 

450cc Production 14+ years 251cc - 450cc 

Wheelbase: 53” minimum 

Wheel size, front: 17 inches minimum 

Wheel size, rear: 17 inches minimum 

 

  

Reason 

  

Feedback from amateur competitors at the Flat Track Grand Championships is that they would 

prefer to have additional 250cc/450cc modified classes rather than the 250cc/450cc Production 

classes. In addition, the Production rules at the Amateur classes are increasingly difficult to 

enforce/manage. 

 

The new “300cc” class would be an additional class for 250cc competitors but would also allow any 

dual sport 300cc machines currently produced by Yamaha, KTM, Honda, and Kawasaki to race flat 

track without going up against the 450cc MX bikes. Perhaps, in time, the 300cc machines would 

merit having their own class separate from the 250cc machines. 
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The “505cc” class already exists in 3.5.H., but few (if any) promoters offer it, but there is some 

confusion about it because the class was (up until 2014), only open to 451cc-505cc machines. The 

class is gone from the 2016 rulebook, then returns in 2021 with a 251cc-505cc displacement, but 

its name and history may mislead promoters into not offering it. 

 

Lowering the displacement of the 250cc class from 126cc to 122cc harmonizes with current MX 

rules, due to lack of any 125cc classes. 

 

If eliminating the amateur Production classes seems too abrupt, we could identify in the 2027 rule 

book that in 2028, the 125cc Production, 250cc Production, and 450cc Production classes will be 

eliminated. This would give RDO’s a full year to adopt them into their own supplemental rules, if 

they choose to do so. 

 

Note: the 250cc Junior class is similar to the schoolboy 2 class that this commission discussed in 

January. I feel this class would be better in the Amateur area rather than the Youth area. 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Steve Bromley / Bert Sumner 

 

Discussion: 

 

BS: Steve put a lot of legwork into this. 

 

KS: We agree this is a good idea. We are putting this into the FTGC this year. 

 

RL: Why is there a Junior class? Can’t they run the normal class? 

 

BS: Yes, they can. 

 

SB: No one is forced to offer all of these classes. 
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American Motorcyclist Association 
Proposal for Rulebook Revision  

Flat Track Commission Agenda Item 

FT-202603-02: Section 3.2.B.1.c Page 155: Changing Frames Clean-Up 

Current 

 

3.2.B.1.c. The frame used by a rider to qualify may not be changed, though engines may be. 

 

3.2.B.8.e. With referee approval, riders may change bikes for the main event, or a race restart, but 

the new machine must be eligible for the class originally entered, and the rider must start from the 

penalty line. 

 
 

Proposed (Proposed changes in bold) 
 

3.2.B.1.c. The frame used by a rider to qualify may not be changed, though engines may 

be. 

 

3.2.B.8.e. With referee approval, riders may change bikes for the main event, or a race restart, but 

the new machine must be eligible for the class originally entered, and the rider must start from the 

penalty line. 
  

Reason 

  

3.2.B.8.e. was added in 2026. 

3.2.B.1.c. now contradicts 3.2.B.8.e.  

Consequently, 3.2.B.1.c. should be removed. 

 

Submitted by 

Bert Sumner 

 

Discussion: 

 

 

 

  



7 

 

American Motorcyclist Association 
Proposal for Rulebook Revision  

Flat Track Commission Proposal Item 

FT-202603-03: Section 3.2.D.1. Page 164: Competition Apparel 

Current 
 

3.2.D.1. Protective pants made of leather or other durable material must be worn in all competition. 

Protective pants and jackets (in short track and TT events, shoulder pads with long-sleeve jerseys 

may be used in place of a jacket) must be worn for road race, Flat Track, short track, speedway, 

and TT events. On tracks one half mile and larger, abrasion resistant outer gear is required. 

“Abrasion resistant” is equal to leather, Cordura, air mesh or stretch Kevlar. 
 

Proposed (Proposed changes in bold) 
 

3.2.D.1. Protective pants made of leather or other durable material must be worn in all competition. 

Protective pants and jackets (in short track and TT events, shoulder pads with long-sleeve 

jerseys may be used in place of a jacket) must be worn for road race, Flat Track, short track, 

and speedway, and TT meets events. At short track and TT meets, shoulder pads with long 

sleeve jerseys may be used in place of a jacket. On tracks one half mile and larger, abrasion 

resistant outer gear is required. “Abrasion resistant” is equal to leather, Cordura, air mesh or 

stretch Kevlar. 

 
  

Reason 

  

To eliminate the contradiction in the current verbiage.  

 

The highlighted portion below states that jackets are not required for short track and TT events: 

 

Protective pants and jackets (in short track and TT events, shoulder pads with long-

sleeve jerseys may be used in place of a jacket) must be worn for road race, Flat Track, 

short track, speedway, and TT events.  

 

The highlighted portion below states that jackets are required for short track and TT events: 

 

Protective pants and jackets (in short track and TT events, shoulder pads with long-sleeve 

jerseys may be used in place of a jacket) must be worn for road race, Flat Track, short track, 

speedway, and TT events.  

 

This proposal removes this contradiction, making the jacket not required for short track and TT 

meets. 

 

Submitted by: 

Bert Sumner 

 

Discussion: 
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American Motorcyclist Association 
Proposal for Rulebook Revision  

 

Flat Track Commission Proposal Item 

FT-202603-04: Section 3.5.D.-3.5.E. Page 191-195: Flat Track Rules/Starts Re-Org 

Current 
 
D. Race Rules  
 

1. Starting methods for Flat Track, Short Track and TT:  
 

a. Any race stopped with two laps or fewer completed will require a complete restart in the original 
positions (see d. above).  
 

b. A rider who was determined by the referee of the event to be the primary cause for the event being 
stopped will be required to restart from the penalty line.  
 

If an event is stopped after at least 60 percent of the total distance has been covered, the race may be 
considered completed. Riders will be scored according to their position on the lap preceding the one 
during which they were red flagged. At the referee’s discretion, if the race must be resumed the riders 
will be started in a staggered start position in the order they held on the lap before the event was 
stopped. At the organizer’s option, the referee may use a rolling single file restart. If doing so the 
following procedure must be followed:  
 

The riders will be positioned in their restart order and instructed to do at least one pace lap. If all is in 
order (per starter) the field will be given the green flag. The referee will designate a point on the track 
that the riders may start to accelerate to race speed and a restart line. The riders MAY NOT PASS 
before getting to the restart line and the starter is waving the green flag.  
 
DOUBLE RED FLAG RULE: In short track events, one quarter (1/4) mile or shorter, a rider causing two 

red flags in a single race without making an attempt to re-enter  the  race,  can  be disqualified  at  the 

discretion of the referee.  
 
c. Should a race be stopped but not completed, riders must return their motorcycle to the designated 
work area only to make repairs. Any rider returning a motorcycle to the paddock will be disqualified.  
 

(1) Work periods last two minutes at the red flag/light, except in final events where they may be 

10 minutes. If the referee deems the red flag situation to be cleared up, and all riders are ready to 
resume the race, the referee may call for the race to resume immediately.  
 
(2) Riders continuing to have work performed on their motorcycles past the allotted time period will 
be placed at the back of the lineup for the restart. There will be no two-minute allowances given for 
further work.  

 

d. If a race was stopped because riders were down, the first rider down is placed last in the restart, 

etc., with the last rider down behind the last rider who didn't fall. If for any reason a rider doesn't 
complete the red-flagged lap, they too will be placed in the rear of the restart in a position respective 
of their stoppage. If the race is called complete the riders will be scored in the position in which they 
would have restarted.  

 
2.Staggered Start Procedure  

 
a. When called to the starting line, the leader will pick their starting position.  

 
(1) For heat races, the leader may only choose the inside or outside positions.  
 
(2) For semis and main events, the leader may choose to start in any position within the 

designated starting area.  
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b. The next rider in line will start to the leaders outside, if possible. If not possible, that rider will be 
moved to the inside of the rider who has the first pick. That rider will line up approximately 3 feet over 

with their front wheel in a horizontal line approximately 1 foot behind the rear wheel of the first rider.  
 
c. This procedure will follow suit until all starting positions are utilized.  

 
E. Race Starts  

 
1. Starting Line Area  

 
a. Two starting lines, spaced 2 feet (24 inches) apart, are marked for each row.  
 
b. If more than one starting row is used, each row shall be 8 yards (24 feet / 7.3 meters) behind the 
preceding row.  

 
c. The penalty line shall be 8 yards (24 feet / 7.3 meters) behind the last starting line that is in use.  
 

d. The number of participants placed on each starting row shall take into account any and all safety  
concerns.  

 
(1) Each full-sized machine shall have no less than 39 inches (one meter) of space on each starting 

row to minimize starting line or first-corner congestion.  
 

e. At all meets, the referee shall determine the number of riders allowed to start any event, which shall 
take into account the width and length of the course, run-off room available, the ability of all riders to 
negotiate the first corner without incident, and the speed and skill level of the class(es) being run.  
 

f. A rider must be ready when called to the starting area. If not ready, he/she or their representative is 
allowed to request two minutes after the starters call to make minor repairs. Afterward, if he/she still 
isn't ready, he/she is excluded from the event. Once an alternate rider has been called to the starting 
line by the referee, he/she won't be removed unless disqualified for some infraction. No alternate rider 
will be placed in an event once it has been initially started by the starter. Additionally, alternate riders 
may not be placed in an event that must be restarted. Any rider may ask for two minutes to make 

repairs, but the additional time won't prevent the disqualification of another rider who has used the 

two-minute limit.  
 

2. Starting Position Selection  
 

a. All racers in all events shall select their positions on their assigned starting line based on the posted 
order. The two methods explained below are common for picking positions on the starting line, but 
others may be used. The style of pick may be the same for all rounds, or it may vary from round to 

round.  
 
b. Gate Pick  

 
(1) The first racer listed on the posted order for the front row picks any spot on the front row.  
 

(2) The remaining racers on the front row, in the posted order, each pick any unoccupied spot on 

that row.  
 
(3) The first racer listed on the posted order for the second row picks any spot on the second row.  
 
(4) The remaining racers on the second row each pick any unoccupied spot on that row, in the 
posted order.  

 
(5) The process continues for all other starting rows.  

 
c. Ordered Pick  

 
(1) The first racer listed on the posted order for the front row is given the inside pole unless he/she  
requests the outside pole.  
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(2) The second racer listed on the posted order for the front row shall line up immediately outside 
of the first racer (if the first racer picked the inside pole), or immediately inside of the first racer (if 

the first racer picked the outside pole).  
 
(3) All other racers on the front row shall line up alongside, in order, of the racer before them in 
the order. 
 

(4) The first racer listed on the second row, or any later row, does not get a choice – they must line 
up directly behind the first racer listed on the front row. All other racers on each row line up in the 
same fashion as the racers on the front row.  

 
d. Deferred Pick  

 
(1) Any racer may defer his/her pick on their assigned row and instead take the next available pick 

on the next row. All following racers move up one pick until all available spots on the earlier rows 
are filled.  

 

3. Starting Methods  
 

a. The starter may use starting lights, rubber band, gate, flags, or speedway- type starting gate to 
start any event. 

  
b. With the exception of time trials, practice, and timed practice, all event starts shall be standing 
starts with both wheels on the ground.  
 
c. Once all event participants are in their starting positions and the designated official ensures that all 
participants are ready, the starting procedure that was explained in the racer briefing meeting may 

begin.  
 
d. Once the starting procedure begins but before the start signal is given, any racer whose front wheel 
touches the start line shall be penalized.  

 
(1) Possible penalties include but are not limited to: relocation to the penalty line, deduction of 

their finish position, or a black flag disqualification from the event while the event continues.  

 

Proposed (Proposed changes in red; editorial changes are in green) 
 

D. Race Rules & Starts 
 

1. At all meets, the referee shall determine the number of riders allowed to start any event, which shall 
take into account the width and length of the course, run- off room available, the ability of all riders to 
negotiate the first corner without incident, and the speed and skill level of the class(es) being run. 
 
2. The number of participants placed on each starting row shall take into account any and all safety 

concerns. 
 
3. Each full-sized machine shall have no less than 39 inches (one meter) of space on each starting row to 
minimize starting line or first-corner congestion. 

 
4. A rider must be ready when called to the starting area. If not ready, he/she or their representative is 
allowed to request two minutes after the starters call to make minor repairs. Afterward, if he/she still is 

not isn't ready, he/she is excluded from the event.  
 

a. Once an alternate rider has been called to the starting line by the referee, he/she won't be removed 
unless disqualified for some infraction. No alternate rider will be placed in an event once it has been 
initially started by the starter. Additionally, alternate riders may not be placed in an event that must be 
restarted. Any rider may ask for two minutes to make repairs, but the additional time won't prevent 

the disqualification of another rider who has used the two-minute limit. 
 

5. Starting Line Area. 
 

a. Two starting lines, spaced 2 feet (24 inches) apart, are marked for each row. 
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b. If more than one starting row is used, each row shall be 8 yards (24 feet / 7.3 meters) behind the 

preceding row. 
 
c. The penalty line shall be 8 yards (24 feet / 7.3 meters) behind the last starting line that is in use. 

 
6. Starting Position Selection 

 
a. All racers in all events shall select their positions on their assigned starting row line based on the 
posted order. The two methods explained below are common for picking positions on the starting line, 
but others may be used. The style of pick may be the same for all rounds, or it may vary from round to 
round. 
 
b. Gate Pick 

 
(1) The first racer listed on the posted order for the front row picks any spot on the front row.  
 

(2) The remaining racers on the front row, in the posted order, each pick any unoccupied spot on  
that row.  
 
(3) The first racer listed on the posted order for the second row picks any spot on the second row.  

 
(4) The remaining racers on the second row each pick any unoccupied spot on that row, in the  
posted order.  
 
(5) The process continues for all other starting rows.  

 

c. Ordered Pick 
 

(1) The first racer listed on the posted order for the front row is given the inside pole unless he/she 
requests the outside pole.  
 
(2) The second racer listed on the posted order for the front row shall line up immediately outside 

of the first racer (if the first racer picked the inside pole), or immediately inside of the first racer (if  

the first racer picked the outside pole).  
 
(3) All other racers on the front row shall line up alongside, in order, of the racer before them in  
the order.  
 
(4) The first racer listed on any other row the second row, or any later row, does not get a 
choice – they must line up directly behind the first racer listed on the front row. All other racers 

on each row line up in the same fashion as the racers on the front row.  
 

d. Deferred Pick 
 

(1) Any racer may defer his/her pick on their assigned row and instead take the next available  
pick on the next row. All following racers move up one pick until all available spots on the earlier  

row is filled.  

 
7. Once all event participants are in their starting positions and the designated official ensures that all 
participants are ready, the starting procedure that was explained in the Rider’s Meeting Racer Briefing 
may begin. 
 
8. Starting Methods for Flat Trak, Short Track, and TT 

 
a. The starter may use starting lights, rubber band, gate, flags, or speedway- type starting gate to 
start any event. 
 
b. With the exception of time trials, practice, times practice, and rolling restarts, all event starts shall 
be standing starts with both wheels on the ground. 
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E. Race Stoppage & Restarts 
 

1. Should an event a race be stopped but not completed, riders must return their motorcycle to the 
designated work area. only to make repairs. Any rider returning a motorcycle to the paddock will 
be disqualified.  

 
a. Stoppages may Work periods last two minutes at the red flag/light, except in final events where 

they may be 10 minutes. If the referee deems the red flag situation to be cleared up, and all riders are 
ready to resume the event race, the referee may call for the event race to resume immediately. 

 
b. Any event race stopped with two laps or fewer completed will require a complete restart in the 
original positions (see d. above) except for any restart penalties incurred.  
 
c. Any event stopped after at least 60 percent of the total distance has been covered may be 

considered completed or it may be restarted using a staggered restart or a rolling restart. 
 
d. Any event called complete the riders will score the riders in the position in which they would have 

restarted the event according to their position on the lap preceding the one during which they 
were red flagged. 

 
2. Restart Penalties 

 
a. Once the starting procedure begins but before the start signal is given, any racer whose front wheel 
touches the start line shall be penalized. 

 
(1) Possible penalties include but are not limited to: relocation to the penalty line, deduction of 
their finish position, or a black flag disqualification from the event while the event continues.  

 
b. Any rider who was determined by the referee of the event to be the primary cause for the event 
being stopped will be required to restart from the penalty line, or the rear of their lap group. 
 
c. If the event race was stopped because riders were down, the first rider down is placed last in their 
lap group on the restart.  The last rider down is placed immediately behind the last rider on that lap 

group who did not fall. 

 
d. Any rider who does not complete the red flagged lap will be placed at the rear of their lap 
group. 
 
e. Any rider who fails to return their motorcycle to the designated work area, removes their 
motorcycle from the designated work area, or returns a motorcycle to the paddock during the 
stoppage will be disqualified from the event. 

 
f. Any rider who is not ready to restart the event when called by the referee continuing to 
have work performed on their motorcycles past the allotted time period will be placed on the 
penalty line or at the rear of their lap group lineup for the restart. There will be no two-minute 
allowances given for further work. 
 

g. DOUBLE RED FLAG RULE: In short track events, one quarter (1/4) mile or shorter, a rider causing 

two red flags in a single race without making an attempt to re-enter  the  race,  can  be disqualified  at  
the discretion of the referee. 

 
3.  Restart Order 

 
a. On a complete restart, all racers will line up in their original positions, with the exception 

of those racers receiving penalties. 
 

(1). Riders sent to the penalty line must start from a position that is directly in line with 
their original starting position on their original row. 

 
b. For all other restarts, the restart order is based on lap groups and each rider’s position 
within their lap group, with the exception of those racers receiving penalties. 
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(1). All racers on the lead lap, in the order they completed the lap prior to the red flag, will be 
placed at the front of the order. 

 
(2). All racers one lap down, in the order they completed the lap prior to the red flag, will 
be next in order.   
 
(3). This process continues for each lap group. 

 
4. Staggered Restart Start Procedure 

 
a. When called to the starting line, The leader picks will pick their starting position. 

 
(1) For heat races, the leader may only choose the inside or outside pole positions. 
 

(2) For semis and main events, the leader may choose to start in any position on the front row 
within the designated starting area. 

 

b. The next rider in order line will start to the leader’s outside, if possible. If not possible, that rider 
will be moved to the leader’s inside of the rider who has the first pick. That rider will line up 
approximately 3 feet over with their front wheel in a horizontal line approximately 1 foot behind the 
rear wheel of the first rider. 

 
c. This process continues procedure will follow suit until all starting positions are utilized. 

 
 

5. Rolling Restart Procedure.  
 

a. The referee will designate a point on the track where that the riders may start to accelerate to race 
speed and will designate a restart line (if different than the start line). The riders MAY NOT PASS 
before getting to the restart line and the starter is waving the green flag. 
 
b. The riders will be positioned in their restart order and instructed to do at least one pace lap.  
 

c. If all is in order (per starter) the field will be given the green flag. 

 
 

Reason 

 

This is one area of the rulebook which must be very confusing to new racers. The rules governing 

the start of a race (3.5.E.) come AFTER the rules governing the restart of a stopped race (3.5.D.). 

 

Basically, move 3.5.E. in front of 3.5.D., and then make additional modifications to improve clarity 

on how flat track events are typically run. 

 

Key changes: 

- Explanation how to score a stopped event is clarified 

- Explanation concerning restart penalties is clarified (riders aren’t always scored or lined up 

by the order they completed the lap prior to the red flag, as those who incur penalties are 

penalized on the restart) 

- The order is rearranged to make more sequential sense. 

- Requests for two minute delays are not limited to “minor repairs” - they can be for any 

reason. 
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Breakdown of this re-organization: 

 

Re-Org Sorted By Original # 

 

Current Proposed  Current Proposed 

D D  E.1.a. D.5.a. 

D.1 D.8.  E.1.b. D.5.b. 

D.1.a. E.1.a.  E.1.c. D.5.c. 

D.1.b. (1st ¶) E.2.b.  E.1.d. D.2. 

D.1.b. (2nd ¶, 1st §) E.1.c.  E.1.d.(1) D.3. 

D.1.b. (2nd ¶, 2nd §) E.1.d.  E.1.e. D.1. 

D.1.b. (2nd ¶, 3rd §) E.3.b.  E.1.f. (1st §) D.4. 

D.1.b. (2nd ¶, 4th §) E.1.b.  E.1.f. (2nd §) D.4.a. 

D.1.b. (2nd ¶, 5th §) E.5.  E.2. D.6. 

D.1.b. (3rd ¶, 1st §) E.5.b.  E.2.a. D.6.a. 

D.1.b. (3rd ¶, 2nd §) E.5.c.  E.2.b. D.6.b. 

D.1.b. (3rd ¶, 3rd §) E.5.a.  E.2.b.(1). D.6.b.(1). 

D.1.b. (3rd ¶, 4th §) E.5.a.  E.2.b.(2). D.6.b.(2). 

D.1.b. (4th ¶) E.2.g.  E.2.b.(3). D.6.b.(3). 

D.1.c. (1st §) E.1.  E.2.b.(4). D.6.b.(4). 

D.1.c. (2nd §) E.2.e  E.2.b.(5). D.6.b.(5). 

D.1.c.(1). E.1.a.  E.2.c. D.6.c. 

D.1.c.(2). E.2.f.  E.2.c.(1). D.6.c.(1). 

D.1.d. (1st §) E.2.c.  E.2.c.(2). D.6.c.(2). 

D.1.d. (2nd §) E.2.d.  E.2.c.(3). D.6.c.(3). 

D.1.d. (3rd §) E.1.d.  E.2.c.(4). D.6.c.(4). 

D.2. E.4.  E.2.d. D.6.d. 

D.2.a. E.4.a.  E.2.d.(1). D.6.d.(1). 

D.2.a.(1). E.4.a.(1).  E.3. D.8. 

D.2.a.(2). E.4.a.(2).  E.3.a. D.8.a. 

D.2.b. E.4.b.  E.3.b. D.8.b. 

D.2.c. E.4.c.  E.3.c. D.7. 

E. D.  E.3.d. E.2.a. 

E.1. D.5.  E.3.d.(1). E.2.a.(1). 

 

 

¶ indicates paragraph 

§ indicates sentence 
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Re-Org Sorted by new proposal # 

 

Current Proposed  Current Proposed 

D D  D.1.a. E.1.a. 

E. D.  D.1.b. (2nd ¶, 4th §) E.1.b. 

E.1.e. D.1.  D.1.b. (2nd ¶, 1st §) E.1.c. 

E.1.d. D.2.  D.1.d. (3rd §) E.1.d. 

E.1.d.(1) D.3.  D.1.b. (2nd ¶, 2nd §) E.1.d. 

E.1.f. (1st §) D.4.    E.2. 

E.1.f. (2nd §) D.4.a.  E.3.d. E.2.a. 

E.1. D.5.  E.3.d.(1). E.2.a.(1). 

E.1.a. D.5.a.  D.1.b. (1st ¶) E.2.b. 

E.1.b. D.5.b.  D.1.d. (1st §) E.2.c. 

E.1.c. D.5.c.  D.1.d. (2nd §) E.2.d. 

E.2. D.6.  D.1.c. (2nd §) E.2.e 

E.2.a. D.6.a.  D.1.c.(2). E.2.f. 

E.2.b. D.6.b.  D.1.b. (4th ¶) E.2.g. 

E.2.b.(1). D.6.b.(1).    E.3. 

E.2.b.(2). D.6.b.(2).    E.3.a. 

E.2.b.(3). D.6.b.(3).    E.3.a.(1). 

E.2.b.(4). D.6.b.(4).    E.3.b. 

E.2.b.(5). D.6.b.(5).  D.1.b. (2nd ¶, 3rd §) E.3.b. 

E.2.c. D.6.c.    E.3.b.(1). 

E.2.c.(1). D.6.c.(1).    E.3.b.(2). 

E.2.c.(2). D.6.c.(2).    E.3.b.(3). 

E.2.c.(3). D.6.c.(3).  D.2. E.4. 

E.2.c.(4). D.6.c.(4).  D.2.a. E.4.a. 

E.2.d. D.6.d.  D.2.a.(1). E.4.a.(1). 

E.2.d.(1). D.6.d.(1).  D.2.a.(2). E.4.a.(2). 

E.3.c. D.7.  D.2.b. E.4.b. 

D.1 D.8.  D.2.c. E.4.c. 

E.3. D.8.  D.1.b. (2nd ¶, 5th §) E.5. 

E.3.a. D.8.a.  D.1.b. (3rd ¶, 3rd §) E.5.a. 

E.3.b. D.8.b.  D.1.b. (3rd ¶, 4th §) E.5.a. 

D.1.c. E.1.  D.1.b. (3rd ¶, 1st §) E.5.b. 

D.1.c. (1st §) E.1.  D.1.b. (3rd ¶, 2nd §) E.5.c. 

 

 

¶ indicates paragraph 

§ indicates sentence 
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Submitted by: 

 

Bert Sumner 

 

Discussion 

 

BS: There is a contradiction within the current rules. 3.5.D.1.b. states what when a race is stopped 

and called complete, the riders are scored in the order they were in on the lap prior to the red flag. 

3.5.D.1.d. states that when a race is stopped and called complete, riders are scored in the order 

that they would have restarted. The new E.1.d. shows the one from 3.5.D.1.d. It is confusing to me 

that a rider who crashes and causes the red flag is penalized if the event is restarted but is not 

penalized if the event is called complete. I believe that this should be consistent. 

 

Current 3.5.D.1.b. (2nd paragraph): “If the event is stopped after at least 60 percent of the 

total distance has been covered the race may be considered completed. Riders will be 

scored according to their position on the lap preceding the one during which they 

were red flagged.” 

 

Current 3.5.D.1.d.: “If a race was stopped because riders were down, the first rider down is 

placed last in the restart, etc., with the last rider down behind the last rider who didn't fall. If 

for any reason a rider doesn't complete the red-flagged lap, they too will be placed in the rear 

of the restart in a position respective of their stoppage. If the race is called complete the 

riders will be scored in the position in which they would have restarted.” 

 

BS: Do we all agree that the rule should be that they are scored in the order that they would have 

restarted? 

 

(Consensus: yes) 

 

BS: See updated 3.5.E.1.d.  

 

 

 

MB: New 3.5.E.1 - designated work area/hot box? 

* We're removing the section of the rule that disqualifies them if they return to the pits or just 

considered duplicate of 3.5.E.2.e? Should we add the hot box? 

 

BS: New 3.5.E.1. includes the existing ”designated work area”. New 3.5.E.2.e. includes the existing 

penalty for returning a bike to the paddock. I will add something about not staying in the 

designated work area (which is implied in the current 3.5.D.1.c.). See updated 3.5.E.2.e. 

 

  

 

MB: New 3.5.E.2.b - "or the rear of their lap group" so if they were on the lead lap and passed 

lapped riders, then crashed, they would start in front of the lapped riders?  Don't think I agree with 

this one. Could this result in a crashed rider being in front of riders who didn’t crash?  

 

BS: Yes – they start in front of the lapped riders. I don’t think we want to punish crashed riders by 

gridding them behind lapped riders. Riders who are a lap (or more) down would restart behind the 

rider who crashed on the lead lap. 

 

MO: I put the crashed riders at the end of the lead lap, not behind the lapped riders. Fortunately, 

most races are short. 
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CD: We need to remember these are amateur races, and we’re trying to encourage people to keep 

racing, not discourage them. I keep hearing the Winter Throwdown and the FTGC mentioned as 

reasons for or against a rule, but those events are Major Events that run very differently from what 

most of us run week-in and week-out. Those events probably have supplemental rules that are 

different anyway. We need to remember the hundreds of events that are trying to use this 

rulebook, not focus on the two or three that are unique. 

 

MB: In D17 I don’t remember running into this before. Normally we put crashed riders on the 

penalty line and move on. 

 

MO: Most races are pretty short. Either you have a complete restart, or more than 60% is 

completed and you call the race finished. 

  

BS: Agreed. 

 

 

 

MB: New 3.5.E.2.d - Need more explanation on this one.  This comes across as a penalty for not 

crossing the line prior to a red flag.  Are we no longer going back a lap to determine restart 

position? 

 

BS: After reviewing current 3.5.D.1.d., riders who don’t take the red flag are moved to the back of 

the restart, not a lap down. See updated 3.5.E.2.d. 

 

BB: I’ve never gone past a red flag. Once the red flag comes out, riders usually stop in turn four. 

 

MO: A lot of places have the hot box in turn 1 or turn 4. 

 

RL: We use turn 3 or 4. With a red flag in turn 3. 

 

KC: Should we change this to ‘acknowledge the red flag’. 

 

BS: We have spent 10 minutes debating the “hot box”, its location, and how riders are informed of 

a race stoppage. This proposal doesn’t suggest changing ANY of that. This illustrates why we should 

all be reviewing this rulebook and identifying rules that are outdated, are confusing, or don’t make 

any sense. I can open the rulebook to any page and identify 2 or 3 things that I could fix if I had 

time to fix them all. 

 

 

 

  

MB: 3.5.E.4.a - I've never seen this before.  Typically the start officials determine the staggered 

starting position with paint.  Are we suggesting the officials need to wait to spray the staggered grid 

until the leader determines where they want to start from?  What if they choose the middle of the 

track? 

 

BS: Most of this language is what is currently in the rule book. I am not changing that part. I 

believe that for semis and finals, the authors felt that forcing the leader to choose the inside or 

outside pole may be at a significant disadvantage if those positions are not on the groove. So they 

allowed the leader to pick the spot that is on the groove, if they so chose, to avoid penalizing the 

leader. 
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American Motorcyclist Association 
Proposal for Rulebook Revision  

 

Flat Track Commission Proposal Item 

FT-202603-05: Section 3.6.B Page 201-202: Ice Race Equipment/Class Re-Org 

Current 

 

3.6.B. Equipment 

 

1. The use of knobby or motocross tires is at the organizer’s option and must be advertised in 

advance. 
 

2. Events will be according to the following classes, but not all classes need to be run if advertised 

in advance:  

 
NON-STUDDED 

Class  Class Name  Engine Size  

1 250cc Rubber 86cc-250cc 

2 250cc Rubber Open 250cc – Open 

3 Light Weight Sidecar 86cc – 360cc 

4 Middle Weight Sidecar 361cc – 505cc 

5 Heavy Weight Sidecar 506cc – Open 

6 Open Sidecar Solo 249cc - Open 

 
STUDDED 

Class  Class Name  Engine Size  

1 125cc 86cc – 125cc 

2 250cc 201cc – 250cc 

3 250cc B 201cc – 250cc 

4 450cc 251cc – 450cc 

5 450cc B 251cc – 450cc 

6 451cc – Open 451cc – Open 

7 Veteran 30+ 201cc – Open 

8 Veteran 40+ 201cc – Open 

9 Super Senior 50+ 201cc – Open 

10 Women (12+) 201cc - Open 

11 Vintage Pre-1975 201cc-Open 

12 Modern Vintage Pre-1980 Exclusion-4-valve 500cc  

 
STUDDED PRODUCTION CLASSES 

Class  Class Name  Engine Size  

1 125cc Production 86cc – 125cc 

2 250cc Production 201cc – 250cc 

3 450cc Production 251cc – 450cc 

 
3. No traction devices are permitted on boots. 
 
4. In motorcycle studded-tire classes, studded tires and protective fenders are required. 

 
a. The front fender shall extend from horizontal line through the front axle center to a line vertical to the 
fork bottom triple clamp. 
 
b. PW\XR\Chain 50cc and 65cc Machines. The rear fender shall extend rearward through a horizontal line 
passing through the center of the rear axle. The rear fender shall also extend forward at least 8 inches past 
a vertical line passing through the center of the rear axle. 

*PW\XR 50 or like model=90 degrees 



19 

*Chain 50cc IE. Cobra/KTM=4 inches past 90  
degrees top center 

*65cc=4 inches past 90 degrees past center 
*80cc-85cc=5 inches past 90 degrees past center 

 
c. No guards that allow access to the screws are permitted. 
 

d. All fenders shall be no more than 2 inches away from the screws and constructed so that an arm or leg 
cannot get between the fender, number plate or rear tire. 
 
e. The sides of the fender must extend down so that all screws are covered, and the sides must extend the 
entire length of the fender. 

 
5. Ice Screw Specification 

 
a. Sheet metal screws with a ¼” hexagonal washer head with no more than one straight screwdriver slot. 
 

b. Overall head height from under washer 3/16” (.1875” + or -.006) 
 
c. Maximum head washer diameter: .350” 
 

d. Screw driver slot not to exceed .085” 
 
e. Screw height not to exceed 3/16” (.1875”+ or -.006) above tire. No added washers. Base of screw must 
contact rubber of tire. 
 
f. No screw modification from production allowed, such as sharpening etc. Tire cutting or re-grooving is not 

permitted in studded classes. 
 
6. All machines must be equipped with tether-type kill switches — not buttons or other types of switches — 
and the cord must be fastened directly around the driver’s wrist, not to their clothing. 
 
7. In sidecar events, only the rear wheel of the motorcycle may be driven by the engine. 

 

8. Non-studded ATVs at ice race meets may remove the front-wheel brakes 

 

Proposed (Proposed changes in bold; language copied from 3.2 is shaded in green.) 

 
3.6.B. Equipment 
 
1. Brakes. 

 
a. All motorcycles in all AMA-sanctioned ice oval competition – except brake-less classes – must 
be equipped with an adequate and operating rear wheel brake. Front-wheel brakes are 
prohibited in ice oval meets. 
 
b. All motorcycles in all AMA-sanctioned ice GP competition must be equipped with adequate 

and operating front and rear wheel brakes. 

 
c. Non-studded ATVs at ice race meets may remove the front-wheel brakes. 

 
2. Fenders 
 

a. In motorcycle studded-tire classes, studded tires and protective fenders are required. 
 

b. The front fender shall extend from a horizontal line through the front axle center to a line vertical to the 
fork bottom triple clamp. 
 
c. PW\XR\Chain 50cc and 65cc Machines. The rear fender shall extend rearward through a horizontal line 
passing through the center of the rear axle. The rear fender shall also extend forward at least 8 inches past 
a vertical line passing through the center of the rear axle. 
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*PW\XR 50 or like model=90 degrees 
*Chain 50cc IE. Cobra/KTM=4 inches past 90  

degrees top center 
*65cc=4 inches past 90 degrees past center 
*80cc-85cc=5 inches past 90 degrees past center 

 
d. No guards that allow access to the screws are permitted. 

 
e. All fenders shall be no more than 2 inches away from the screws and constructed so that an arm or leg 
cannot get between the fender, number plate or rear tire. 
 
f. The sides of the fender must extend down so that all screws are covered, and the sides must extend the 
entire length of the fender. 
 

g. No streamlined parts, shells or housings may be fitted for ice racing. 
 
3. Ice Screws / Studs Specification 

 
a. Sheet metal screws with a ¼” hexagonal washer head with no more than one straight screwdriver slot. 
 
b. Overall head height from under washer 3/16” (0.1875” ± 0.006) 

 
c. Maximum head washer diameter: 0.350” 
 
d. Screw driver slot not to exceed 0.085” 
 
e. Screw height not to exceed 3/16” (0.1875” ± 0.006”) above tire. No added washers. Base of screw 

must contact rubber of tire. 
 
f. No screw modification from production allowed, such as sharpening etc. Tire cutting or re-grooving is 
not permitted in studded classes.  

 
4. Tires 

 

a. The use of knobby or motocross tires is at the organizer’s option and must be advertised in 
advance.   
 
b. Adding rubber, metal studs, or foreign materials to the tire tread is not permitted. 
 
c. The tread pattern in tires used in non-studded ice racing may be re-grooved or cut, provided 
it is done in a safe and workmanlike manner. 

 
d. Recapped or retreaded tires are prohibited. 
 
e. No liquid may be used as tire filler. 
 
f. In motorcycle studded-tire classes, studded tires and protective fenders are required; tire cutting or 

re-grooving is not permitted. 

 
5. No traction devices are permitted on boots. 
 
6. All machines must be equipped with tether-type kill switches — not buttons or other types of switches — 
and the cord must be fastened directly around the driver’s wrist, not to their clothing. 
 

7. In sidecar events, only the rear wheel of the motorcycle may be driven by the engine. 
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3.6.C. Amateur Classes and Age Groups 

 

1. Events are divided into will be according to the following classes, but not all classes need to 

be run if advertised in advance:  

 
NON-STUDDED 

Class  Class Name  Engine Size  

1 250cc Non-Studded Rubber 86cc-250cc 

2 250cc-Open Non-Studded Rubber Open 250cc – Open 

3 Light Weight Sidecar 86cc – 360cc 

4 Middle Weight Sidecar 361cc – 505cc 

5 Heavy Weight Sidecar 506cc – Open 

6 Open Sidecar Solo 249cc - Open 

 
STUDDED 

Class  Class Name  Engine Size  

1 125cc 86cc – 125cc 

2 250cc 201cc – 250cc 

3 250cc B 201cc – 250cc 

4 450cc 251cc – 450cc 

5 450cc B 251cc – 450cc 

6 451cc – Open 451cc – Open 

7 Veteran 30+ 201cc – Open 

8 Veteran 40+ 201cc – Open 

9 Super Senior 50+ 201cc – Open 

10 Women (12+) 201cc - Open 

11 Vintage Pre-1975 201cc-Open 

12 Modern Vintage Pre-1980 Exclusion-4-valve 500cc  

 
STUDDED PRODUCTION CLASSES 

Class  Class Name  Engine Size  

1 125cc Production 86cc – 125cc 

2 250cc Production 201cc – 250cc 

3 450cc Production 251cc – 450cc 

 

 

Reason 

 

This proposal re-organizes the existing ice race rules into a format that more closely resembles that 

of 3.2B and 3.5B. Sections 1-3 are listed in alphabetical order – All of the brake-related rules are 

under 3.6.B.1; All of the fender related rules are under 3.6.B.2.; all of the screw rules are under 

3.6.B.3; all of the tire rules are under 3.6.B.4. 

 

Ice Race tire related rules from 3.2.B are copied into 3.6.B for clarity. 

 

The rule concerning knobby tires has not been applicable to ice racing for decades – almost every 

ice racing tire – especially in the studded classes - would be considered knobby tires. Knobby tires 

would certainly not be the best setup for non-studded classes. 

 

Submission 

 

Bert Sumner 

 

Discussion 

MB: I don’t ice race, but are most ice race tires knobbies? 

 

BS: Yes. 
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BB: There are a couple of popular ice tires. The ovals run Kendas. Ice GPs run the knobbies. 

 

MO: Maybe the knobby bit was intended to prevent non-studded folks from attempting it. 

 

BS: I am quite confident that this rule was copied, verbatim, from the flat track section when they 

created the ice race section how ever many years ago. When screws first came into vogue in the 

early 1970s, they didn’t have “ice race tires”, so most guys used flat track tires. When I raced ice 

race in the 1980s, we all rode knobby tires. 
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American Motorcyclist Association 
Proposal for Rulebook Revision  

 

Flat Track Commission Proposal Item 

FT-202603-06: Section 3.1. Page 149-153: Section 3.1 Re-Organization 

Current 
 
A. General 
 

1. All riders in AMA-sanctioned competition are required to be AMA members or have an AMA issued one 

event pass. AMA associate members cannot participate in AMA sanctioned competition. 
 
2. Recognized district organizations and competition partners may require an additional membership in 
AMA sanctioned meets they manage. 

 
3. The AMA does not require that a recognized district partner recognize the memberships offered from 
other recognized districts or competition partners. Any such arrangements shall be by mutual agreement 

between affected organizations. 
 
4. Entry fees can be altered at the organizer’s discretion for riders without specific series or event 
memberships. 
 
5. AMA-chartered clubs or organizers may collect a contestant’s AMA membership card when they sign in 

and return the card at the end of the meet. 
 
6. Age Limitations 

 
a. With the exception of youth competition, the age of the rider is determined as the date of the 
event. 
 

b. Unless stated otherwise in Section 3.3, in all events, a rider must be at least 12 years old to ride a 
motorcycle above 86cc displacement. 
 
c. Riders must be at least 14 years old to ride motorcycles above 250cc displacement. 
 
d. Riders must be at least 17 years old to ride twin cylinder motorcycles. 
 

e. See ATV Section 3.4 for ATV age limitations. 
 
f. Drivers and passengers of sidecar machines at flat track, ice race and speedway meets must be at 
least 16 years of age. 

 
7. Standard meets are open to all qualified AMA members in good standing. Age and gender will be 

determined by the original birth certificate or certified copy. A person whose gender identity does not 
match their original birth certificate (issued at birth) should contact the AMA for eligibility. 

 
8. Recognized, non-recognized districts, competition partners, organizers or series that require 
supplementary regulations must submit any supplementary regulations to the AMA for approval prior to the 
first event of the year. Failure to do so may result in permanent loss of sanction. Supplemental rules must 
include any class structure not included in the AMA rulebook and won't include district or series information 

and district policies. Supplemental regulations must be submitted for approval for any deviation from the 
AMA regulations. 
 
9. At any meet, only A class riders (the highest rider classification) may compete for cash prizes. Any rider 
receiving a cash prize will be considered an A rider. Contingency is not considered a cash prize. 
 
10. No rider under the legal age of majority in the state in which the meet takes place may compete 

without the written consent (signature on liability releases and entry forms) of the rider’s parents or legal 
guardians present at the meet. An authorized adult acting on behalf of the parents or legal guardians must 
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provide a notarized statement indicating they have been given the authority by the parent or legal 
guardian to be responsible for the minor during the meet. All releases and notarized statements must be 

forwarded to the AMA with the referee report and/or injury report. The parents, legal guardians or 
authorized adult must remain present while the AMA member that they are responsible for is at the meet. 
 
11. All race personnel, officials, riders, mechanics, photographers and anyone associated with riders must 
not consume or be under the influence of intoxicants or drugs that could affect their normal mental or 

physical ability. Failure to comply may result in disqualification of the rider and/or a fine. Besides affecting 
the safety of the meet, any such use is inconsistent with the concept of good sportsmanship and is harmful 
to the sport of motorcycling. 
 
12. Riders and/or family and pit crew who direct foul and abusive language to an official of the sponsoring 
club, organizer, AMA official or district official are subject to disqualification for the entire meet. 
 

13. Each rider is responsible for the actions of their family and pit crew, and any detrimental action by 
these individuals puts the rider at risk of disqualification. 
 

14. All riders and other race personnel must assess for themselves the track, facilities, existing conditions 
and other matters relating to safety. The AMA can't and doesn't supervise any competition. All riders and 
race personnel must rely on their own judgment and assume all risks of participating in competition in any 
manner. 

 
15. All riders and motorcycles participating in any AMA Amateur-sanctioned meet will comply with the 
Amateur Rule Book. 
 
16. The rider must be able to control their motorcycle or ATV at all times, and to ride it safely. This includes 
stopping, starting, standing still, mounting, dismounting, and putting one or both feet on the ground. The 

referee has the authority to disqualify a rider who can't safely control their motorcycle. 
 
17. The minimum age for competition is no younger than 4. The referee or designated race official may ask 
for any rider’s proof of age. Proof of age must be available at all meets or the rider may be subject to 
disqualification. Acceptable proof of age is considered to be: Birth Certificate, Driver’s License, Passport, or 
State-Issued ID Card. 

 

 
B. Riders and Classifications 
 

1. Riders are responsible to enter only classes in which they are eligible. See Chapter 4 for the penalty. 
 
2. The AMA does not classify racers for Flat Track, TT, or Ice Race competition at the National level. Racer 
classification is established at the recognized district level on the basis of participation and achievement in 

competition. All recognized District Organizations and competition partners are empowered and encouraged 
to implement a Racer Advancement System. Rider classification shall be as follows: 

 
 

CLASSIFICATION Description 

A The highest classification 

B The classification preceding A 

C The classification preceding B 

Additional entry-level classifications based on the amount of 
rider participation at the district level in any particular district 
at any meet may establish classifications based on 
circumstances. 

 

 
3. Participation in, or advancement to, a higher class in any AMA or non-AMA activity by any rider will 
result in permanent advancement to that higher class (in like activity) in all AMA-sanctioned competition 
(like activity=TT to TT or Flat Track to Flat Track, etc.). 
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4. If a rider believes that they are not capable of competing as the higher-class rider, they may appeal 
(once per district season) in writing to their recognized district. Each case will be considered individually at 

a regular meeting of the district or regional organization. When the AMA is notified of the decision in 
writing, with a copy to the rider, the change in classification will become official. Appeals from riders 
without a recognized district organization will be considered by the AMA staff. 

 
a. Riders returned to a lower class are only those who officials consider completely non-competitive 

in the class they are leaving and who won't dominate the class they are returning to. 
 
b. A rider may return to a lower class only once. 
 
c. A rider returning to competition after several years must request to be reverted as explained 
above and can't move back a class automatically or without AMA or district permission. 
 

d. Failure to comply will result in suspension or other disciplinary action. 
 

5. Riders between the ages of 12 and 14 riding the B class shall not be forced into the A class, regardless 

of how many B races or advancement points they have. Riders in this age group may advance based on 
their own ability/competence. 
 
6. ATV & Motorcycle Rider classifications are not considered the same. Riders must achieve their 

classification in each separately. 
 
7. “A” riders shall not compete in “B” or “C” classes. “B” riders shall not compete in “A” or “C” classes. “C” 
riders shall not compete in “A” or “B” classes. However, “A” and “B” riders may compete in “A/B” classes, 
and “B” and “C” riders may compete in “B/C” classes. 

 

C. Entries 
 

1. Contestants must sign all entry blanks in ink. An organizer may refuse the entry of a rider who hasn't 
made arrangements to pay medical bills or ambulance bills incurred as a result of injuries at a previous 
meet sponsored by that organizer. 
 

2. No more than one engine number can appear on an entry blank. 

 
3. Organizers may establish advanced entry closing dates. Organizers may establish post entries with 
higher entry fees. In any case, the conditions of entry must appear in all advertisements. 
 
4. Entrants may be removed from a meet for breaking any rules of conduct. Organizers and districts can't 
issue suspension of AMA competition privileges. 
 

5. Duplicate Entries 
 

a. Multiple racers may use the same machine on the same day, provided that the machine is not 
entered more than once in any class, and that the machine and rider meet the requirements of each 
class. 
 

b. A racer may use the same machine in multiple classes, provided that the machine and rider meet 

the requirements of each class. 
 

6. A rider must actually start an event to be considered a Participant. 
 
D. Youth Riders and Eligibility 
 

WARNING: Motor vehicle mishaps, in competition or otherwise, can result in injury or death. Minors without 
parental consent or supervision should never use motor vehicles. 
 

1. Youth General 
 

a. To compete in a youth meet, an AMA member shall be no younger than 4 and no older than 16. 
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b. Parents, legal guardians or authorized adults must remain present at all times during the 
participation of an AMA member in any AMA-sanctioned youth meet. 

 
(1) To authorize a minor to compete, parents, legal guardians or authorized adults must sign below 
the rider’s signature on the entry form. 
 
(2) The notarized authorization signed by the rider’s parents or legal guardians giving responsibility 

to authorized adults must be kept on file with the rider’s release form. 
 

c. The rider must be large enough and mature enough to control their machine at all times, and to ride 
it safely. This includes stopping, starting, standing still, mounting, dismounting and putting one or both 
feet on the ground. The referee has the authority to disqualify a rider who can't safely control their 
motorcycle/minicycle. Training wheels are not allowed. 
 

d. A rider’s age on Jan. 1 will determine their age for remainder of the year. A rider may move to the 
next higher age class within the youth division only if they will be eligible to do so at any time during 
the year. Once a rider moves to the next higher age class in AMA or non-AMA competition, they may 

not move back to the lower age class. Riders are encouraged to determine at the beginning of the 
points season/year the age class they will participate in for the points season/year. Points earned in a 
lower age class won't transfer to the higher age class. 

 

2. Youth Entries 
 

a. No youth rider shall ride as more than one age during any meet. (For example, a rider is either 11 
years old or 12 years old during the meet.) 

 
 

Proposed (Proposed changes are in bold) 
 
A. Meet Organizer Responsibilities 

 
1. Standard meets are open to all qualified AMA members in good standing. 

 
2. AMA-chartered clubs or organizers may collect a contestant’s AMA membership card when they sign in 
and return the card at the end of the meet. 
 

3. Recognized district organizations and competition partners may require an additional membership in 
AMA sanctioned meets they manage. 
 

a. The AMA does not require that a recognized district partner recognize the memberships offered from 
other recognized districts or competition partners. Any such arrangements shall be by mutual 
agreement between affected organizations. 
 

b. Entry fees can be altered at the organizer’s discretion for riders without specific series or event 
memberships. 

 
4. Organizers may establish advanced entry closing dates. Organizers may establish post entries with 
higher entry fees. In any case, the conditions of entry must appear in all advertisements. 

 
5. Recognized, non-recognized districts, competition partners, organizers or series that require 

supplementary regulations must submit any supplementary regulations to the AMA for approval prior to the 
first event of the year. Failure to do so may result in permanent loss of sanction. Supplemental rules must 
include any class structure not included in the AMA rulebook and won't include district or series information 
and district policies. Supplemental regulations must be submitted for approval for any deviation from the 
AMA regulations. 

 

B. Entrant Responsibilities 
 

1. All riders in AMA-sanctioned competition are required to be AMA members or have an AMA issued one 
event pass. AMA associate members cannot participate in AMA sanctioned competition. 
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2. All riders and motorcycles participating in any AMA Amateur-sanctioned meet will comply with the 
Amateur Rule Book 

 
3. All riders are responsible to enter only classes in which they are eligible. See Chapter 4 for the penalty. 
 
4. All riders and other race personnel must assess for themselves the track, facilities, existing conditions 
and other matters relating to safety. The AMA cannot can't and does not doesn't supervise any 

competition. All riders and race personnel must rely on their own judgment and assume all risks of 
participating in competition in any manner. 
 
5. The All riders must be able to control their motorcycle or ATV at all times, and to ride it safely. This 
includes stopping, starting, standing still, mounting, dismounting, and putting one or both feet on the 
ground. The referee has the authority to disqualify a rider who cannot can't safely control their 
motorcycle. 

 
 
6. Age and gender of each racer will be determined by the original birth certificate. A person whose 

gender identity does not match their original birth certificate should contact the AMA for eligibility. 
 
7. Contestants must sign all entry blanks in ink.  
 

8. An organizer may refuse the entry of a rider who has not hasn't made arrangements to pay medical 
bills or ambulance bills incurred as a result of injuries at a previous meet sponsored by that organizer. 
 
9. No more than one engine number can appear on an entry blank. 
 
10. A rider must actually start an event to be considered a Participant. 

 
11. Duplicate Entries 
 

a. Multiple racers may use the same machine on the same day, provided that the machine is not 
entered more than once in any class, and that the machine and rider meet the requirements of each 
class. 

 

b. A racer may use the same machine in multiple classes, provided that the machine and rider meet 
the requirements of each class. 

 
C. Additional Entrant Responsibilities for Minors Youth Riders and Eligibility 
 
WARNING: Motor vehicle mishaps, in competition or otherwise, can result in injury or death. Minors without 
parental consent or supervision should never use motor vehicles. 

 
1. Parents, legal guardians or authorized adults must remain present at all times during the participation of 
a minor AMA member in any AMA-sanctioned youth meet. 
 
2. To authorize a minor to compete, parents, legal guardians or authorized adults must sign below 
the rider’s signature on the entry form insurance waiver. 

 

3. The notarized authorization signed by the rider’s parents or legal guardians giving responsibility 
to authorized adults must be kept on file with the rider’s release form. 
 
4. No rider under the legal age of majority in the state in which the meet takes place may compete without 
the written consent (signature on liability releases and entry forms) of the rider’s parents or legal guardians 
present at the meet. An authorized adult acting on behalf of the parents or legal guardians must provide a 

notarized statement indicating they have been given the authority by the parent or legal guardian to be 
responsible for the minor during the meet. All releases and notarized statements must be forwarded to the 
AMA with the referee report and/or injury report. The parents, legal guardians or authorized adult must 
remain present while the AMA member that they are responsible for is at the meet. 
 
 
 

 



28 

D. Age Requirements 
 

1. The referee or designated race official may ask for any rider’s proof of age. Proof of age must be 
available at all meets or the rider may be subject to disqualification. Acceptable proof of age is 
considered to be: Birth Certificate, Driver’s License, Passport, or State-Issued ID Card. 

 
2. The minimum age for AMA competition is no younger than 4 years of age.  

 
3. To compete in a youth class meet, an AMA member shall be no younger than 4 and no older than 16. 
 
4. With the exception of youth competition, In Amateur competition, the age of the rider is 
determined as the date of the event. 
 
5. In Youth competition, the age of the rider A youth rider’s age on Jan. 1 will determine their age 

for remainder of the year. A rider may move to the next higher age group within a youth displacement 
class only if they will be eligible to do so at any time during the year and they meet the minimum age 
requirement for that displacement on the day of the meet. Once a rider moves to the next higher age 

group within a youth displacement class in AMA or non-AMA competition, they may not move back to the 
lower age group. Riders are encouraged to determine at the beginning of the points season/year the age 
group they will participate in for the points season/year. Points earned in a lower age group will not won't 
transfer to the higher age group. 

 
6. No youth rider shall compete ride as more than one age during any meet. (For example, a rider is 
either 11 years old or 12 years old during the meet.). To clarify, a racer cannot use his/her age on 
January 1 to enter one class as one age yet use their age as of the date of the event to enter 
another class under a different age. 
 

7. Riders must be at least 12 years old to ride in amateur competition. Unless stated otherwise 
in Section 3.3, in all events, a rider must be at least 12 years old to ride a motorcycle above 
86cc displacement. 
 
8. Riders must be at least 14 years old to ride motorcycles above 250cc displacement. 
 

9. In all flat track and ice race meets, riders must be at least 17 years old to ride a twin-cylinder 

motorcycle that is 500cc or larger. 
 
10. Drivers and passengers of sidecar machines at flat track, ice race and speedway meets must be at 
least 16 years of age. 
 
11. See ATV Section 3.4 for ATV age limitations. 
 

 
E. Conduct 
 

1. Entrants may be removed from a meet for breaking any rules of conduct. Organizers and districts cannot 
issue suspension of AMA competition privileges. 
 

2. Each rider is responsible for the actions of their family and pit crew, and any detrimental action by these 

individuals puts the rider at risk of disqualification. 
 
3. Riders and/or family and pit crew who direct foul and abusive language to an official of the sponsoring 
club, organizer, AMA official or district official are subject to disqualification for the entire meet. 
 
4. All race personnel, officials, riders, mechanics, photographers and anyone associated with riders must 

not consume or be under the influence of intoxicants or drugs that could affect their normal mental or 
physical ability. Failure to comply may result in disqualification of the rider and/or a fine. Besides affecting 
the safety of the meet, any such use is inconsistent with the concept of good sportsmanship and is harmful 
to the sport of motorcycling. 
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F. Riders and Racer Classifications 
 

1. The AMA does not classify racers for Flat Track, TT, or Ice Race competition at the National level. Racer 
classification is established at the recognized district level on the basis of participation and achievement in 
competition. All recognized District Organizations and competition partners are empowered and encouraged 
to implement a Racer Advancement System. Rider classification shall be as follows: 

 

CLASSIFICATION Description 

A The highest classification 

B The classification preceding A 

C The classification preceding B 

Additional entry-level classifications based on the amount of 
rider participation at the district level in any particular district at 
any meet may establish classifications based on circumstances. 

 

 
2. Participation in, or advancement to, a higher class in any AMA or non-AMA activity by any rider will 
result in permanent advancement to that higher class (in like activity) in all AMA-sanctioned competition 
(like activity=TT to TT or Flat Track to Flat Track, etc.). 

 
3. ATV & Motorcycle Rider classifications are not considered the same. Riders must achieve their 
classification in each separately. 
 
4. “A” riders shall not compete in “B” or “C” classes. “B” riders shall not compete in “A” or “C” classes. “C” 
riders shall not compete in “A” or “B” classes. However, “A” and “B” riders may compete in “A/B” classes, 
and “B” and “C” riders may compete in “B/C” classes. 

 
5. At any meet, only A class riders (the highest rider classification) may compete for cash prizes. Any rider 
receiving a cash prize will be considered an A rider. Contingency is not considered a cash prize. 
 
6. Riders between the ages of 12 and 14 riding the B class shall not be forced into the A class, regardless 

of how many B races or advancement points they have. Riders in this age group may advance based on 

their own ability/competence. 
 
7. If a rider believes that they are not capable of competing as the higher-class rider, they may appeal 
(once per district season) in writing to their recognized district. Each case will be considered individually at 
a regular meeting of the district or regional organization. When the AMA is notified of the decision in 
writing, with a copy to the rider, the change in classification will become official. Appeals from riders 
without a recognized district organization will be considered by the AMA staff. 

 
a. Riders returned to a lower class are only those who officials consider completely non-competitive in 
the class they are leaving and who won't dominate the class they are returning to. 
 
b. A rider may return to a lower class only once. 
 
c. A rider returning to competition after several years must request to be reverted as explained above 

and can't move back a class automatically or without AMA or district permission. 
 
d. Failure to comply will result in suspension or other disciplinary action. 

 
 
3.2.B.7.e. Training wheels are not allowed on any machine used in AMA competition. 

 
 

Reason 

 
This is one area of the rulebook which must be very confusing to new racers. I believe that this re-organization 
will make it easier for new AMA members to digest these rules. I believe the re-organization places the most 
important rules earlier in each section, and I believe the proposed reorganization makes it much easier to find 
a specific rule. 
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The current rules listed in 3.1.D. (Youth Entrants) actually apply to all minor entrants, not just those in youth 
classes. Moving the age limitations of 3.1.D into 3.1.A.6. combine all age-related rules into one section, instead 
of the current set-up where some age rules are in 3.1.A and others are in 3.1.D. 
 
This proposal does not REMOVE any rules – it only reorganizes them, and makes a few clerical adjustments 

therein. It also adds some additional language which I believe will make it easier for new AMA members to 
understand the intent of each rule. 
 
I moved the training wheels section from the current location under 3.1.D (Youth Entries) to its proper place in 
3.2.D (Equipment). 
 
The table below shows how the current 50 rules are broken down compared to the proposed change. 

 

Original Section Headings (50 rules) Proposed Section Headings (50 rules) 

3.1.A General (23 rules) 3.1.A. Meet Organizer Responsibilties (7 rules) 

3.1.B. Riders and Classifications (11 rules) 3.1.B. Entrant Responsibilities (13 rules) 

3.1.C. Entries (7 rules) 3.1.C. Additional Minor Entrant Responsibilities (5 rules) 

3.1.D. Youth Riders and Eligibility (9 rules) 3.1.D. Age Limitations (10 rules) 

 3.1.E. Conduct (4 rules) 

 3.1.F. Racer Classifications (11 rules) 

 

 

Submission 

Bert Sumner 

 

Discussion 

 

MB: We had an issue in D17. A non-custodial parent had someone take their child to a race with a  

power of attorney. The custodial parent didn’t want the child racing. 

 

BM: We should adjust the 17-year twin-cylinder rule to be 500cc+larger. 

 

MB: Agreed. 

 

BS: See updated 3.1.D.9. 

 

RL: We should leave it as is. Let anyone run whatever they want. 

 

MB: Absolutely not. I agree with Bill – leave the 17-year age limit but set it to 500cc and larger. 

 

SB: I agree as well. 

 

 

  



31 

 

American Motorcyclist Association 
Proposal for Rulebook Revision  

Flat Track Commission Agenda Item 

FT-202603-07: Section 3.2.B.1.c Page 155: Changing Frames 

Current 

 

3.2.B.8.e. With referee approval, riders may change bikes for the main event, or a race restart, but 

the new machine must be eligible for the class originally entered, and the rider must start from the 

penalty line. 

 
 

Proposed (Proposed changes in bold) 
 

3.2.B.8.e. With referee approval, riders may change bikes for the main event or a race restart but 

the new machine must be eligible for the class originally entered, and the rider must start from the 

penalty line. 
  

Reason 

  

We need to change this rule to not allow bikes to be changed for restarts 

 

Submitted by 

Jeff Blakeley 

 

Discussion 

 

RL: Out here at Lodi, they question whether changing bikes on a restart makes sense. 

 

JB: Cory and I discussed this at the Winter Throwdown. Cory didn’t intend for the race restart to be 

included when he proposed this last year. A rider tried it, but the referee did not approve it. 

 

MB: I thought that Cory intended for a bike replacement to be allowed in a main event. 

 

MO: You are not allowed to get assistance from anyone. So anyone bringing you a motorcycle is 

“assistance”. We should remove the restart part. 

 

BB: I agree with removing the restart verbiage. 

 

BM: Many of these rules impact the FTGC, not the week-in, week-out races. Those people are 

spending a lot of money to race the FTGC and due to some mishap, you are done for the day. We 

should be looking at this to not be punishing people who have mishaps. 

 

KS: This rule was not intended to allow a mid-event change. That is a bad idea. 

 

SB: A lot of people at the FTGC know how to play the game. 
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American Motorcyclist Association 
Proposal for Rulebook Revision  

Flat Track Commission Agenda Item 

FT-202603-08: Rules that should be delegated to the District level. 

Current 
 

3.1.A.9. At any meet, only class A riders (the highest rider classification) may compete for cash 

prizes. Any rider receiving a cash prize will be considered an A rider. Contingency is not considered 

a cash prize. 

 

3.1.B.3. Participation in, or advancement to, a higher class in any AMA or non-AMA activity by any 

rider will result in permanent advancement to that higher class (in like activity) in all AMA-

sanctioned competition (like activity=TT to TT or Flat Track to Flat Track, etc.). 

 

3.1.B.4. If a rider believes that they are not capable of competing as the higher-class rider, they 

may appeal (once per district season) in writing to their recognized district. Each case will be 

considered individually at a regular meeting of the district or regional organization. When the AMA is 

notified of the decision in writing, with a copy to the rider, the change in classification will become 

official. Appeals from riders without a recognized district organization will be considered by the AMA 

staff.  

 

a. Riders returned to a lower class are only those who officials consider completely non-

competitive in the class they are leaving and who won't dominate the class they are returning 

to.  

 

b. A rider may return to a lower class only once.  

 

c. A rider returning to competition after several years must request to be reverted as explained 

above and can't move back a class automatically or without AMA or district permission. Failure 

to comply will result in suspension or other disciplinary action. 

 

3.1.B.5. Riders between the ages of 12 and 14 riding the B class shall not be forced into the A class, 

regardless of how many B races or advancement points they have. Riders in this age group may 

advance based on their own ability/competence. 

 

3.1.B.7. “A” riders shall not compete in “B” or “C” classes. “B” riders shall not compete in “A” or “C” 

classes. “C” riders shall not compete in “A” or “B” classes. However, “A” and “B” riders may 

compete in “A/B” classes, and “B” and “C” riders may compete in “B/C” classes. 

 

3.1.C.5. A rider must actually start an event to be considered a participant. 

 

3.5.D.b.1. DOUBLE RED FLAG RULE. In short track events, one quarter mile (1/4) and shorter, a 

rider causing two red flags in a single race without making an attempt to re-enter the race, can be 

disqualified at the discretion of the referee. 
 

Proposed (Proposed changes in bold) 
 

Consider removing these rules from the 2028 rulebook and delegating them to the RDO level for 

inclusion or exclusion. 
 

Reason 

  

Do these rules add value enough to be in the AMA rulebook? 
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Submitted by 

Bert Sumner 

 

Discussion 

 

MB: I agree with this. 

 

 

 

3. New Discussion Items 

KS: The age issue will be coming up soon. MX is raising their ages in 2027. I expect track racing will 

be asked to raise theirs soon. 

 

MB: AMA Pro MX is also raising their ages to 17 this year, will be raising to 18 in 2027. 

 

KS: I think it would be good for the Commission to start discussing this before it gets mandated. 

Perhaps convene the bureau to come up with a proposal before it gets mandated. 

 

BS: I want to see if the MX age rule actually happens in 2027. And then see how much fallout 

happens as a result. There is a chance the rule either won’t get implemented next year, and I don’t 

want to push our own rule and end up being the first ones to do it. 

 

BS: I agree with increasing the age gap from 250cc to 450cc, to make younger racers spend more 

time on 250cc before moving up to 450cc. 

 

MB: Maybe we consider 12 for 250cc & 15 for 251cc for 2027… 

 

BB: The parents who will push back on raising the ages are usually the parents who are the problem. 

 

CD: Sometimes we have to protect kids from their parents. 

 

BS: In my experience, most of those kids who are pushed by their parents to race bikes larger than 

they can really handle usually turn 18 and walk away from the sport. 

 

MO: My concern with raising the age for 450cc is that kids will turn 16 and turn pro having never 

raced a 450 before. 

 

BS: I have heard that argument for a while now. The reality is that very few racers are going pro 

these days, and very few of them do it when they turn 16. 

 

MB: I like the idea of grandfathering riders if they are at risk of being knocked down a class. 
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BS: If we move the ages one year at a time, we don’t have to grandfather anyone. When we moved 

the 85cc ages from 7 to 9, we did that two-year change in one move. In hindsight, maybe we should 

have moved 7 to 8 one year, and 8 to 9 the next. That might have been easier to digest. The way 

we did it, a 7-year-old was riding an 85 one year, sat out the next year, and was eligible the following 

year. 

 

MB: That’s a good idea. 

 

MO: I am working on the safety thing that we discussed last time. I will send it around for input from 

the Commission. 

 

4. Close Meeting 
a. Motion to close 8:20pm. Seconded by BM. 


