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Overview 

The meeting convened to provide a quarterly update on the insurance program, clarify risk 
expectations for sanctioned recreational events, and address common questions from 
organizers. Discussion focused on how event structure, allowable activities, and 
compliance with guidelines affect insurability and long-term program sustainability. 
Participants reviewed why certain coverages and exclusions exist and how organizers can 
reduce risk through planning and documentation. The session emphasized shared 
responsibility to protect the program’s viability amid a challenging insurance market. 

Key updates 

• Risk Management Forms: Matthew explained the purpose of the forms as a way to 
gather event details for multi-day or higher-risk activities and ensure organizers 
think critically about setup, vendors, and operations, with the next step being 
continued refinement of form usability and supplemental explanations when space 
is limited. 

• Vendor Certificates and Liability: Matthew clarified that certificates of insurance 
are required from outside vendors to ensure they cover their own operational risks, 
while organizers remain covered for unrelated liabilities, with organizers expected to 
collect and submit proof in advance. 

• Age, Bike Class, and State Law Compliance: Matthew emphasized using 
rulebooks as guidelines for appropriate age and bike sizing and ensuring 
compliance with state-specific laws, with clubs encouraged to distribute rules or 
checklists to participants before events. 

• Demo Rides and Rentals: Matthew stated that providing demo bikes or rentals as 
part of events is generally not acceptable due to increased duty of care and claim 
exposure, with the outcome being that participants should use their own equipment 
except in controlled instructional settings with maintenance documentation. 

• Event Organization and Sweeps: Matthew noted that rides should be structured so 
participants are accounted for, including the use of sweeps and clear activity 
listings, with organizers expected to prevent unattended riding. 

• Policy Exclusions: Matthew reviewed mandated exclusions including water 
hazards and injuries to contractors or subcontractors, explaining these were 
required by the carrier due to prior losses and are necessary to maintain coverage. 
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• Ancillary and Field Activities: In response to questions from Tom and Joe, Matthew 
explained that small ancillary activities like bike games can be included if listed and 
safely designed, while larger collections of activities may require a separate or 
combined sanction. 

• Membership and One-Event Passes: Joe discussed the possibility of requiring AMA 
membership for insured events and confirmed that reducing the one-event pass fee 
from $30 is unlikely, with the intended outcome of encouraging full memberships. 

• Multi-Day and Long-Distance Events: Matthew stated that coverage for multi-day, 
long-distance events of 300–400 miles per day is unlikely to return due to loss 
history, with the program prioritizing sustainability over expanded exposure. 

• Alcohol, Firearms, and Other Vehicles: Matthew clarified that alcohol should not 
be consumed during rides, firearms questions are intended to exclude shooting 
activities rather than lawful carry, and non-participant vehicles like pit bikes or e-
bikes should generally be restricted or tightly controlled. 

• Riding Alone Guidance: Matthew explained the rationale for discouraging solo 
riding based on past claims involving delayed assistance, with the agreed 
expectation that events encourage buddy systems and maintain accountability 
measures. 

• Future Topics and Meetings: The group agreed to solicit topics such as claim 
examples for future sessions, with Joe noting the next quarterly recreational meeting 
is anticipated in late summer to continue education and feedback. 

 


