
 

AMA Quarter 1 Risk Management Insurance Meeting Summary   

- February 2, 2026 @ 7:00pm EST 

The AMA and Insurance agent partner, Jones Birdsong Insurance Services, held the first of 
their quarterly online Risk Management Meetings.   

Meeting Agenda  

As many of you are aware, the marketplace for insuring motorcycle competition events and 
recreational events has become more challenging than ever in the past few years.   The 
unfortunate reality is that there has been an increased number of claims as well as an 
increased severity of claims that insurance carriers have paid out over time. 

In an attempt to lessen the risk of claims and at the request of the carrier underwriters, we 
have agreed to start obtaining risk management information for events.  You have seen this 
in the form of the Risk Management Questionnaire for both competition and recreation 
events.  These forms are NOT meant to find a way to deny coverage.  The information is 
meant to assist the carriers to better understand the risk they are insuring, but also for 
promoters to be more active in thinking about their own event exposures.   

Summary  

The meeting started with a review of the Risk Management Questionnaires.  Discussions 
around each question on the Competition and Recreation form proceeded along with a 
question-and-answer discussion through the online chat option.   Unfortunately, time did 
not allow us to get through all questions and areas of each Competition and Recreation 
forms.  Our plan going forward to split the online sessions into Competition events and 
Recreational events separately.   

Below is a summary of the form questions that were presented.  Also, at the end of this 
summary are questions that came through prior to the meeting as well as during the 
meeting, through Chat.  We have attempted to provide answers to all of these questions.  

 

Competition and Recreation Questionnaire 

1.  Both forms ask about the event Premises.  This can be the event property and 
locations where your event is held.  It is important to be aware of the condition of 
the premises, including who owns and maintains the premises.  If you are using a 
location where an existing business operates, it is important to know that they carry 
their own insurance for issues that would be part of their operation and not part of 
your club/promoter operations.  It is not always possible or necessary to obtain 



 

proof of coverage from landowners as many events use open fields, woods or 
otherwise vacant and open land.   
 
State land or recreation areas such as trails or open desert areas are also an 
example of where it might not be necessary to provide proof of coverage.  Often you 
are required to obtain a permit or meet contractual requirements for use of these 
premises.   
 
An important thing to be mindful of is use of open public land where your event has 
the potential of other people not associated with your event to have access to the 
same area you are using.  It is recommended that you ask for assistance from local 
authorities to help close off your event areas or post warnings along with onsite 
security or monitoring to try and keep your event separated from other ongoing 
activities.  
Make sure your premise entrance, parking and camping areas are well laid out and 
organized to prevent easy flow of people and vehicles.  
 

2.  Water Hazards.  It was noted that the policy does have a Water Hazard exclusion.   It 
is important to be aware of all water Hazards and exposure at your event and 
manage them properly to eliminate this risk or control the risks.  This can include 
posting warning signs, monitoring all areas or fencing off water hazards so people 
and participants aren’t exposed to a claim involving a Water Hazard.  See more on 
this in the question-and-answer summary.  

3. Vendors and Concessions.  It is important that vendors, or those who are operating 
another business or service at your event show list you and the AMA as additional 
Insured under their own insurance coverage via a certificate of insurance.  The 
easiest example given was outside Food Trucks or Caterers that are brought in for 
your event...  They bring in food and services such as buying, storing, preparing and 
serving food and beverages. If someone suffered a loss such as food poisoning, that 
should fall under the vendors operations and insurance as it isn’t part of your or your 
employees and volunteers operations or concessions.      

4. Camping.  Be aware of the camping areas you utilize.  Make sure you have rules to 
help manage the camping exposures.  An example would be having certain rules 
about lights out, fire control rules, etc...   

5. Recreational vehicle or Pit vehicle use is allowed at events.   One of the most 
frequent claims issues over the years have been claims involving inappropriate use 
of Pit or onsite recreational vehicles such as bicycles, scooters, golf carts, various 
types of pit bikes, ATV’s. UTV’s etc...   



 

Ideally and preferrable, restrict the use of such vehicles to only event officials and 
staffing.  If you do allow pit type vehicles, it is recommended that you set rules 
adhere to those rules.  Suggestions included, only allowing licensed drivers (no 
minors), registration of the vehicle and  proof of insurance, designated paths and 
areas for use, speed limits, staff monitoring of their use, following all manufacturer 
safety recommendations, including passenger rules...  No passengers allowed 
standing on the back of golf carts, no passengers on any two wheeled vehicles.  
Proper use of seat harnesses.   
 

Questions and Anwers 

Water Hazard  

- Question: Sometimes a water hazard is part of the race course, e.g. enduro 

race in which part of the course is up a c reek. What do we do about this? 

  

- Answer: Make sure you are managing those areas.  Having an on-location team 

or staff to address any issues that might arise would be helpful.  Also, if possible, 

try to limit your exposure to these areas by routing the course through short 

areas and shallow areas where the chance of a claim or loss involving the 

water...ie, drowning, is minimalized.   

 

- Question: So, if someone was hurt while crossing a bridge over a steam or 

river, would that not be excluded? 

- Answer: Unfortunately, that might be excluded as the form indicates;   

 This insurance does not apply to any claim or "suit" for "bodily injury", "property 

damage" or "personal and advertising injury" arising directly or indirectly out of, related 

to, or, in any way involving any lake, pond, stream, creek, pool, swimming pool or any 

other body of water. 

- Question:  The description you provided of swimming related incident was 

due to an Attractive Nuisance rather than as part of the race. Are we 

supposed to look at surrounding properties for attractive nuisances (water 

hazard) as opposed to items that are part of the course and operational 

area? 

- Answer: Yes, if there are surrounding or nearby water hazards, you should refrain 

from any marketing of these attractions and post warnings that other adjacent 

activities are not part of your event.  I would suggest that if you can contain the 

premises you use, do so.  Don’t allow those who are attending to leave and 



 

return.  This is an issue with open premises...  You must find ways to control your 

event premises.   

  

- Question: - my enduro is 100 miles each day and had multiple stream 

crossings. (Dozens) in the Rocky Mountains. Do I need to provide a map 

showing the location of each crossing? 

 

- Answer: Again, it is important you are aware of the water hazard exclusion while 

being aware of the exposures of your event.  You should try to eliminate or 

manage those as best you can. 

- Question: Are we not covered at all by the insurance policy for recreational 

or competition events if there is a loss involving even a small/shallow creek 

crossing? 

- Answer: Your events are covered but subject to the exclusions under the policy.  

The Water Hazard exclusion would apply to losses or claims involving the water 

hazard.  This exclusion does not exclude your whole event if it simply has a water 

hazard.  

Additional Context:  Water Hazard.  This exclusion was added due to a prior severe 

claim that ultimately influenced the insurability of the whole program.  The only way to 

get a carrier to approve coverage for the entire program was to add or include this 

Water Hazard exclusion.   

Photography/Drones 

- Question: Photographers still need their own insurance to be on track, 

correct?  So, are the tracks requiring proof of insurance by photographers?  

- Answer: There is an exclusion under the policy for any claim or suit for bodily 

injury or personal and advertising injury sustained by the independent contractor 

or contractor. Essentially, if a photographer is working on your behalf or hired by 

you as a contractor or independent contractor, they should provide proof of their 

own coverage (Workers Comp) as the policy would exclude coverage for injuries 

to them.    

- Media the Organizer hires should be covered under WC and would be excluded 

for injuries incurred. 

- Queston:  What about individuals flying drones not hired by the club or 

promotor and the owner of the drone charges for videos? 

- Please clarify: An Organizer hires a drone operate - there is no coverage? 

- But an Organizer allows 3rd party drone operators to film the event form 

the infield, is there coverage? 

-  

-  



 

- Answer: There is an Unmanned Aircraft Exclusion under the policy for. 

  

"Bodily injury" or "property damage" arising out of the ownership, maintenance, 

use or entrustment to others of any aircraft that is an "unmanned aircraft". Use 

includes operation and "loading or unloading". 

 

The key here is you should not allow any 3rd party drones at your event unless 

they have proof of their own coverage. If it is your drone that falls under the 

above exclusion, you must get your own coverage.  Unfortunately, the AMA does 

not have the option to add on drone coverage.        

 

Recreation 

- Question: For Adventure/ Dual Sport events; how are the policies written 

around someone getting hurt out on public lands? Does the policy cover 

anything around an event happening out on public lands? 

- Answer: The policy covers event premises defined as; 
 

"Premises" means: 

a. The race course location; 

b. Roads, buildings, or structures adjacent to the race course 

location; and 

. Official registration or inspection locations.  

 Don’t worry, Race Course is not defined under the policy and will also include 

event course.   

- Question: If the event gathering happens on private land, but the riding 

happens in public lands, does the policy cover anything? 

- Answer: See prior answer...  It covers the premises which would include 

anywhere your event is located and anywhere the participants are going.   

- Question: If you have all participants wear a wristband or something 

identifying that they are part of the event, does that help on the public 

lands/road’s topic? 

- If they do not have a wrist band on, then they are not part of the event? 

- Answer: It is not possible to cover or exclude someone under the policy by the 

use of wrist bands in identifying who is and who isn’t part of an event.  That is 

why open area or public road events are difficult exposures.  People or general 

public get mixed into the event and losses/claims end up getting covered under 

the policy sometimes.  Wrist bands are simply a good tool for promoters to 

identify and keep track of those attending your events.    



 

- Question: So, the official registration is not enough to verify who is and 

isn't a participant in a Dual Sport/Adventure ride that can cover hundreds 

of miles? 

- Answer: Unfortunately, recreational rides such as Dual Sport/ Adventure Rides 

must be able to know who is registered.  They must also know where they are or 

what route they are taking, when they leave and when they return.  Keeping track 

and control of pre-planned routes, riding in groups of two or more and keeping 

track of all participants so they are accounted for is the only way to mitigate lost 

riders, injured riders, and the vast coverage territory involved.   You can see why 

the carriers look at this one so closely...  Asking a carrier to insure something 

when they don’t know who it is, where they are going and when they will leave 

and return is a difficult thing to ask a carrier to cover.    

 

Releases 

- Question: Minor Releases: are we required to get BOTH parent signatures 

for minor fans at the front gate or only minor racers?  

- Answer: The short answer is, yes, ALL minors should be getting both parent 

signatures.  The reality is that it is not always feasible.  If you know a minor is 

there only as a pure spectator and only one parent is there, having one parent is 

better than none.  However, keep in mind that the other parent could still bring a 

claim against you and the waiver would not apply if they didn’t sign it.   

Most motorcycle events will not have any dedicated spectators, only areas and 

entrances where you don’t have to get signatures...  The whole event premises 

are considered a restricted area and therefore everyone needs to sign the 

waivers as they step foot on the premise.    

- Are Guardians no longer able to sign releases for minor fans at the front 

gate?   

Answer:  It must be a Legal Guardian or Parent who signs for all minors.   

- Can releases be scanned in and stored digitally or must we retain the hard 

paper copy?  Both.  The use of Trackside/Smartwaiver is approved.  If you use 

this digital system, you must have the ability to store, retrieve and print the waiver 

if the person wants a copy.   

- How do I know that the minor is the minor that is front us at registration? 

How do I know this minor belongs to this adult?  You should be requiring 

some ID and or use your best judgement.  You can’t help if people lie or 

fraudulently deceive you. You must have a process and try as best you can to 

identify those coming into your event.  If it is a participant, you absolutely should 

have birth certificate, SS car or some other ID if there are any questions as to 

who they really are or if they are truly a parent or legal guardian.     



 

- So, we must get BOTH parents for all minors?  Yes 

- So, BOTH parents at the front gate for a minor?  Yes 

- Are there specific online waiver companies that are required to be used if 

we are doing electronic waivers?   For AMA, Trackside/Smartwaiver is 

approved.  

- Are minors required to sign waivers at gate or registration? Yes 

- The Questionnaire states a Guardian cannot sign for a minor participant.  

But Matt said a legal Guardian can. Can we get clarification?  We have fixed 

that error...  Legal Guardians can sign for minors.   

 

MISC Questions  

- Under Flaggers and Officials #6, asks if we are interested in purchasing 

Volunteer medical insurance coverage.  What is this?  It is the first party 

medical benefit coverage you can get to cover volunteers injuries.  You would 

apply for that separately.   

- How long after an event is a claim able to be filed? Each state/jurisdiction has 

its own Statute of Limitations.  Most states are 2 years from the date of the 

incident to make a claim or file suit.  For minors it can be up to 2-3 years after 

they become a legal adult.   For instance, a 10-year-old might have 8 yrs to 18 

plus another 2-3 years after that, so up to 11 years to make a claim.  Save those 

waivers!!! 

-  If something happens but it is small and at the time not a big deal. Can 

then become an issue weeks/ months/ years later? Is there a statute of 

limitations to filing a claim? Is this covered?  See prior answer regarding 

statute.  Please record all incidents and gather and save those waivers in case 

something ever develops.  All serious injuries should be reported immediately.  

- Are the Racing questions per event or annually?  You indicated the form 

only needed to be completed per location, not per event.  How do you 

answer the questions per location when you have multiple events?  The 

Risk Management forms should be completed for each location or each different 

type of event.  If you are a MX promoter with one facility, the form only needs to 

be completed for that facility once as all events occur at the same facility and 

under the same parameters.   

- Are Playgrounds excluded?  Only mechanized rides would be excluded.  

However, carriers frown upon merry go round type rides... stick to basic swings 

and slide type exposures and make sure the areas require parent supervision  

- Would there be any coverage from Assumption of Risk laws (Baseball Rule) 

pertaining to spectators. e.g. you cannot claim damages from being hit by a 

fall ball at baseball game.  No, that does not apply to any of the events covered 



 

under the AMA program.  You must assume each spectator is there to watch in a 

safe environment and knows nor assumes anything about the dangers.  That is 

why spectator claims are so hard to defend...  waivers can be thrown out for 

those there viewing the event, even when they signed a waiver.   

 

- Please explain the occurrence/aggregate coverage.  If we have a $1m/$2m 

policy, with multiple occurrences on the same day, does each occurrence 

have a $1m limit?  Does per occurrence mean the same as per person?  

Correct, the per occurrence is the limit for each incident, not per person.  The 

Aggregate is Per Event, so you could essentially have 2 separate per occurrence 

incident at $1M each in one event before the aggregate would be reached.  

- For events involving off-road night riding, the option to run helmet lights 

greatly improves rider safety, through increased visibility.   

- Modern helmet light mounts are designed to "break away" under impact, 

reducing risk to the rider.  

- Are helmet lights permitted for events involving off-road night riding? 

- Any helmet lights not part of the manufacturer and certification process of the 

helmet are prohibited under AMA rules.  

- Is there hold harmless and indemnity waiver language available that covers 

some of these issues?  The required AMA  waivers are broad and would cover 

all issues involved at your events. Carriers don’t want other indemnity or waivers 

used as they could be conflicting or both tossed out by judge.  Stick to using one, 

the AMA waiver, only.   

- Is there less liability making golf cart age 18?  No, liability is liability....  you 

are either liable or your not.  It is harder to use a minor waiver as a defense  vs 

an adult waiver.  It is preferred that only licensed 16yr olds or adults 18yrs or 

older  


